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CONEXPO·CON/AGG and IFPE 
2011 Were A Resounding 
Success ~ 

;SITE-~

C ONEXPO-CON/ ~TRUCTI. 
AGG 2011 exhibits ONV 
have been dismantled " " 
and put away for three 

years. This year's show ended with an over
whelmingly positive mood. Despite continued 
uncertainty in U.S. construction markets and the 
overall economy, industry professionals expressed 
hopeful optimism for a sustained U.S. upturn in 
the coming months, while global sales continue to 
be strong. 

HUB Foundation uses a Soilmec PSM-1350 rig to drill pipe pile holes 
during Wyoming Village bridge work by Northern Construction for RIDOT 
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\ S ng Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island and Vermont Since 1936 

By Paul Fournier 

Northern Construction removes 
timber superstructures but preserves 
massive stonework under contract 
with RIDOT 

T WO deteriorating river bridges in 
southern Rhode Island are being. 
reconstructed meticulously to 
preserve the historic appearance of 

their massive stone walls while meeting cur
rent state and federal structural codes. 

Northern Construction Service LLC of 
Palmer, Mass., has a $2.22-million contract 
with the Rhode Island Department of Trans
portation (RIDOT) to replace the timber 
superstructure of the spans over the Wood 
River and also retain and improve supporting 

stonework  longtime landmarks in the Wyo
ming Village Historic District in Washington 
County. Wyoming Village adjoins the Wood 
River primarily in the town of Richmond, 
but extends northward across the river into the town of Hopkinton. 

RIDOT closed the two rural bridges, which had been posted earlier 
for reduced weight limits, in March 2009 after inspections revealed 
significant deterioration. 

"Safety is our top priority with Rhode Island's bridges," RIDOT di
rector Michael P. Lewis said. "While we regret any inconvenience these 
closings and restrictions may cause, we must institute these changes 
until repairs can be made." 

Built in 1932, with one span rehabilitated in 1960 and the other in 
1984, the structures carry Bridge Street over the Wood River on the 
Hopkinton-Richmond boundary and are separated by a small island in 
the river. RIDOT said deteriorated conditions had been observed in 
the northernmost bridge, Bridge No. 43 (Wyoming North) in Hopkin
ton, but closed Bridge No. 44 (Wyoming South) in Richmond as well 

because the two spans are so close together. 

ISTORIC RHODE ISLAND 
BRIDGES RECONSTRUCTED 
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